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RESULTS

• The results section answers the question      
“What was found?”

• Reports results of the investigation described in 
the methods section

• Not contained interpretation of data or statement 
that require refferencing

• Function: to objectively present your 
key results,without interpretation, in an orderly 
and logical sequence using 
both text and illustrative materials (Tables and 
Figures). 

http://abacus.bates.edu/~ganderso/biology/resources/writing/HTWsections.html#results
http://abacus.bates.edu/~ganderso/biology/resources/writing/HTWsections.html#sequence
http://abacus.bates.edu/~ganderso/biology/resources/writing/HTWsections.html#text
http://abacus.bates.edu/~ganderso/biology/resources/writing/HTWtablefigs.html


Two pieces of general advice:

• Keep the results section as brief and 
uncluttered as possible

• Organised the presentation of results



What is the results composed of

• Words (to tell the story)

• Tables that summaries the evidence

• Illustration (that highlight the main findings)

• Statistics (that support the statement)



The words

• Characterising the participants and objects of 
your study in enough detail for the reader to
asses how representative they were, if more 
than 2 groups how comparable they were







• Continue section by presenting the answered 
to your main questions.

• Report results that not supported your main 
questions.

• Address one topic per paragraph 







Differentiate clearly between 
results and data.          

• Data are factual findings derived from
observation and measurements. 

Data can be raw (blood pressure), 
summarised (mean and standard deviation) 
or transformed (percentage of baseline 
condition).

• Result  state the meaning of the data (e.g. 
Furosemide administered during 
mechanical ventilation increase urine output)



Examples

• In 14 untreated individuals, the mean blood 
glucose concentration was 205 ± 10 (SD) mg%. 
In 16 patients treated with drug X the mean 
blood glucose concentration was 105 ±
10mg%. 

The implication of the data is not immediatey 
obvious.



• The men blood glucose concentration was 
50% lower in the 16 patients treated with 
drug X than in the 14 untreated inividuals 
(105± 10 SD) versus 205 ± 10 mg%, p<0.001) 

This sentences states both the data and the results.

The reader now receives immediately ate information on 
the direction (‘was lower’). The magnitude (50%) and the 
likelihood to chance finding (p<0.001) of the observed  
difference.



• Emphasise important results by omitting data 
from the text, considering the results, using a 
results as a topic sentence, putting the most 
important results of the beginning of a 
paragraph, and subordinating less important 
information.

• Do not use table heading or figure legends as 
a topic sentences



• Be precise in your choice of words.

“Substance X did not decrease systemic 
vascular resistance” is

clearly different from that

“Substance X failed to decrease systemic 
vascular resistance.” Failed implies that you 
actually had expected a decrease in systemic 
vascular resistance. Did not implies no such a 
priori expectation.



Tables and illustrations : general 
consideration

• Many readers tend to skip the text or read only 
part of it.

• Reader prefer looking at tables and illustration
• Have strong visual impact, informative and easy 

to comprehend.
• Table and illustration should follow a sequnce 

that clearly relates to the text and tell the story of 
paper.

• Strictly follow the rule from “Instruction for the 
author”











The tables

• Tables present data that support results 

• Structure :

– Title

– Column heading

– Body 

– Footnotes







The illustration

• Main purpose : present evidence that support 
the results – either as primary evidence 
(e.g.ECG or radiographs) or numerical data 
(graph or histograms)





The statistics

• Statistics must accompany data

• Many paper suffer because the statistics are 
badly presented.





Conclusion

• The results section is the easiest to write

• Decide during the design stage of your study how 
the results will be presented.

• Remember to follow the general design of the 
results section: the text should tell the story the
tables will summarise the evidence the 
illustration will show the highlights and statistical 
should support your statements.

• Keep it straightforward – and always keep the 
reader in mind






