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The shortest part of your manuscript,
but probably the most important.

The only part of the paper :
Published in conference proceeding
See by a potential referee when he is invited to
review a manuscript
See by readers when they search through
electronic databases such as PubMed.



ABSTRACT

A stand-alone text, approximately 200-300 words,
that provides a snapshot of the article.

A concise summary of a research paper.

Purpose: to outline briefly all parts of the paper



WHY SHOULD WRITE AN ABSTRACT?



WHEN SHOULD WRITE AN ABSTRACT?



CHARACTERISTICS OF GOOD ABSTRACTS

1. Following word limit (200-300 words) and stipulated 
format 

2. Brief and succinctly summarize content of article.
3. Clear paragraph layout (example : indented, single 

spaced)
4. Should include : 

a. Background/introduction
b. (Objectives/aims)
c. Methods
d. Results/findings
e. Conclusions
f. (Limitations)



CHARACTERISTICS OF GOOD ABSTRACTS



DISSECTION OF ABSTRACTS



BACKGROUND/INTRODUCTION

The shortest part in abstract (1-3 sentences)
Purpose : provide readers with a background
What is already known about the subject
What is not known about the subject



BACKGROUND/INTRODUCTION



METHODS

The second longest section
Purpose : to give information about what was 
done and how



METHODS



METHODS



METHODS



RESULTS

The most important part of the abstract
The longest part
Should contain as much detail as journal word 
counts permit

Example :
Response rate differed significantly between diabetic 
and nondiabetic patients.

Response rate was higher in nondiabetic than diabetic 
patients (49% vs 30%, respectively; P<0.01)



RESULTS



RESULTS



RESULTS



CONCLUSIONS

Should contain the principle take-home 
message of the study
Findings highlighted in conclusion relates to 
primary outcome; however other 
important/unexpected findings should also be 
mentioned.
Should mention theoritical/practical 
implication/importance of the findings for the 
field.
Should be scrupulously honest; should not 
claim more than their data demonstrate.





Unnecessary content in an abstract
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